
 
Protected Characteristics 

 

Our school’s ethos is to be one of the best primary schools in the country, renowned for academic excellence and for creating the desire to 
succeed in all its pupils, no matter what their background. We celebrate and promote equality and diversity in our ever-changing world throughout our 
schools. We firmly believe that in order for children to grow up and be respectful towards each and every person they meet in life, this must be taught in 
school and be promoted amongst the wider community.  

The Equality Act of 2010 covers everyone in Britain and protects people from discrimination, harassment and victimisation. The Equality Act protects 
people against discrimination because of the protected characteristics that we all have. Under the Equality Act, there are nine Protected Characteristics: 

1. Age 
2. Disability 
3. Gender reassignment 
4. Pregnancy and maternity 
5. Marriage or civil partnership 
6. Race 
7. Religion or belief 
8. Sex 
9. Sexual orientation 

At our schools, we actively promote these in our curriculum and work to embed them into our school values and ethos. We are an inclusive school where 
we focus on the well-being and progress of every child and where all members of our community are equal.  Our pupils are at the heart of everything we 
do.  We weave protected characteristics through our PSHE curriculum and our daily routines. 

At our schools: 

1. We believe all pupils are equal. 
2. We recognise, respect and celebrate difference. 
3. We foster positive attitudes and relationships and a shared sense of belonging. 
4. We aim to reduce and remove inequalities and barriers that already exist. 
5. We have the highest expectations of all our pupils. 
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1. Age 

Examples of this protected characteristic through the curriculum: 

PSHE Reception  Life stages – plants, animals, humans  

Year 3 Our friends and neighbours 

Let’s celebrate our differences 

Year 4 Together 

Year 5  Happy to be me 

Year 6 Democracy in Britain – Elections 

Democracy in Britain – How (most) laws are made 

Think before you click 

To share or not to share 

English - Reading Year 3 Greta and the Giants 

The Power Book 

Year 6 Diary of Anne Frank 

History Year 2  Powerful Voices 

Year 6 History of Human Rights 
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2. Disability 

Examples of this protected characteristic through the curriculum: 

PSHE Year 3 Let’s celebrate our differences 

Zeb 

I am fantastic 

Year 6 We have more in common than not 

Media manipulation 

Science Year 1 Human Body (impairment of senses – Helen Keller) 

English – Reading Year 2 The Very Young Person’s Guide to the Orchestra (Handel -vision loss) 

Year 4 Listen – the story of Evelyn Glennie 

Six Dots (Louis Braille) 

English – Writing Year 5 Little Freak 

Music Year 3 Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony (deafness) 

Year 4 Beethoven’s Eroica (deafness) 

Awareness Days/Weeks All Disability History Month (phase assembly) 

All Celebrating Neurodiversity Week (PSHE and phase assembly) 
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3. Gender reassignment 

Examples of this protected characteristic through the curriculum: 

PSHE Year 3 I am fantastic 

Year 6 Media manipulation 

4. Pregnancy and maternity 

Examples of this protected characteristic through the curriculum: 

PSHE Year 6 Making babies 

Science Year 5 Human Body: Gestation Periods 

5. Marriage and civil partnership 

Examples of this protected characteristic through the curriculum: 

PSHE Reception Same and different families 

Year 3 Family and friends 

Year 4 Together 
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6. Race 

Examples of this protected characteristic through the curriculum: 

PSHE Year 2 What makes us who we are? 

Year 3 Our friends and neighbours 

Zeb 

Year 5 The land of the red people 

Happy being me 

Year 6 

 

We have more in common than not  

Tolerance and respect for others 

History Year 2 Powerful Voices 

Year 5 Transatlantic Slave Trade 

Year 6 History of Human Rights 

Science Year 3 Plants – George Washington Carver 

Year 4 Electricity – Lewis Latimer  

English - Reading Reception Handa’s Surprise 

Year 3 Sulwe 
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Great Women who changed the world 

The Power Book 

Culture of clothes 

Proudest Blue 

Year 4 Change Sings 

Mirror 

The boy at the back of the class 

Year 5 We are displaced 

English - Writing Reception Handa’s Surprise 

Year 1 Look Up! 

Year 2 Issun Boshi 

Malala’s Magic Pencil 

Year 4 Ossiri and the Bella Mengro 

Year 5 Silent Music 

Hidden Figures 

The Rabbits 

Year 6 Sophia DuLeep - biography 
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Kristallnacht 

Rabbit Proof Fence 

Music Year 4 African American Spirituals 

Jin-Go-La-Ba (Nigerian drumming) 

Awareness Days/Weeks All Black History Month (phase assembly) 

World Day for Cultural Diversity (phase assembly) 

International Food Day (PTA event) 
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7. Religion and belief 

Examples of this protected characteristic through the curriculum: 

PSHE Reception Same and different families 

All About me 

Year 1 Who are our special people 

Year 2 What makes us who we are 

Year 3 Our friends and neighbours 

Let’s celebrate our differences 

Year 4 Together 

The people we share our world with 

Year 5 The land of the red people 

Happy being me 

Year 6 We have more in common that not 

Is this normal? 

RE All RE Curriculum 

History Year 2 The Tudors 
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Year 3 Anglo-Saxons, Picts and Vikings 

Year 4 Ancient Egypt 

The Rise and Fall of Rome 

The Stuarts 

Year 5 Baghdad c 900CE 

Year 6 The Rise of Hitler 

World War II and the Holocaust 

History of Human Rights 

Geography Year 3 Asia: China and India 

English – Reading Year 4 The Legend of Poinsetta 

Year 5 Asha and the Spirit Bird 

English – Writing Year 4 Scandinavian Mythology 
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8. Sex 

Examples of this protected characteristic through the curriculum: 

PSHE Year 2 My body, your body 

Year 3 Let’s celebrate our differences 

Zeb 

I am fantastic! 

Year 4 Together 

Year 5 Stop, start, stereotypes 

Changing bodies and feelings 

The land of the red people 

Happy being me 

Year 6 We have more in common than not 

Media manipulation 

Making babies 

Tolerance and respect for others 

History Year 2 Powerful Voices 

Year 3 Ancient Greece 
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Life in Ancient Rome 

Year 6  World War 1 

Suffragettes 

History of Human Rights 

Science Year 5 Living Things – Jane Goodall 

English – Reading Year 3 Ada Twist Scientist 

Great Women who changed the world 

The Power Book 

Amazing Muslims who changed the world 

Year 5  Malala Yousufzai: Little People Big Dreams/Her Story 

English – Writing Reception Astro Girl 

Year 1 Look Up! 

Year 5 Hidden Figures 

Awareness Days/Weeks All International Women’s Day 
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9. Sexual Orientation 

Examples of this protected characteristic through the curriculum: 

PSHE Reception Same and different families 

Year 3 Our friends and neighbours 

Zeb 

Family and friends 

Year 4 Together 

Year 5 Is it true? 

Stop, start, stereotypes 

Year 6 We have more in common than not 

Media manipulation 
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Reading and diversity 

‘To encounter characters and worlds that resemble your own can allow for powerful connections to be forged between the reader and the world of 
the book.’ 

CLPE: Reflecting Realities 2022 report 
 

Reading is at the heart of our curriculum. It is a central part of every pupil’s life at our school. We want to instil a love of reading for our children from the 
very beginning of school life and we do this by ensuring that we deliver a high-quality Reading curriculum through a wealth of diverse literature.  

 

Year Group Text 

Reception Astro Girl by Ken Wilson-Max 

 

Handa’s Surprise by Eileen Browne 

 

Year 1 Lost in the City by Alice Courtney 

 

Look Up! By Nathan Bryon 
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Year 2 Exquisite by Suzanne Slade 

 

Bronzeville by Gwendolyn 
Brooks 

 

Issun Boshi Malala’s Magic Pencil by Malala Yousafzai 

 

Year 3 Ada Twist Scientist by Andrea 
Beaty 

 

Sulwe by Lupita Nyong’o The Power Book by 
various authors 

 

Amazing Muslims who 
changed the World by Burhana 

Islam 

 

The Proudest Blue by 
Ibithaj Muhammad 

 

Year 4 Listen by Shannon Stocker 

 

Six Dots by Jen Bryant 

 

The Legend of the 
Poinsettia retold by 

Tomie dePaola 

 

Mirror by Jeannie Baker Change Sings words by 
Amanda Gorman 
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Year 5 Silent Music by James Rumford 
 

 

When Life gives you 
mangoes by Kereen Getten 

 

Malala Yousafzai by  
Maria Isabel Sanchez 

Vegara  

We are displaced by Malala 
Yousafzai 

 
 

Asha and the Spirit Bird by 
Jasbinder Bilan 

 

Year 6 Princess Sophia DuLeep Singh by Sufiya Ahmed 

 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Maria-Isabel-Sanchez-Vegara/e/B07VCMG5QQ/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Maria-Isabel-Sanchez-Vegara/e/B07VCMG5QQ/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1

