
Welcome to Reception



 Staffing

 Attendance

 Dates

 Curriculum

 Behaviour

 Routines

 Lunches

 Communication

 What will your child need?

 Preparing your child for school

 Funding

 Clubs

 DAPA



Our Senior Leadership Team:

Mrs Cavender
Headteacher

Mrs Blessing
Deputy Head

 Teacher/Early Years 

Lead

Mrs Gill
Assistant Head

 Teacher/SENDCO



Our Reception team :

Mrs Blessing
Class Teacher and Early Years Lead

Mrs Roberts

Class Teacher

Mrs Tsang

Teaching Assistant

Miss Hood

Teaching Assistant



The Rest 

of the 

Team:

Mrs McKenna–

Office assistant and 

Receptionist

Mrs O’Hara – 

Office Manager Mrs Smalldridge - 

Administrative Assistant

PE Teacher – Stuart Howe



The first 2 weeks:

Thursday 3
rd

September 2026

Group 1: 10 children start 8:30am – finish 1:00pm (All children 

staying for lunch)

Friday 4
th

September 2026

Group 2: 10 children start 8:30am – finish 1:00pm (All children 

staying for lunch)

Monday 7
th

September 2026

Group 3: 10 children start 8:30am – finish 1:00pm (All children 

staying for lunch)

Tuesday 8
th

September 2026

All children in school – start 8:30am – finish 3:30pm



 We aim for 100% attendance and punctuality

 Records kept and shared with Local Authority and Ofsted

 When the school gates open, children need to be on time and ready to 

learn.

 If late to school in the morning or late for pick-up, you’ll need to sign 

in at the school office.

 Where possible please avoid medical appointments during school hours 

and PLEASE DO NOT BOOK HOLIDAYS IN TERM TIME!

 All absence needs to be communicated through the school office.



The Early Years Foundation stage 
curriculum.

Birthto5Matters-download.pdf

Development Matters

Development Matters

https://birthto5matters.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Birthto5Matters-download.pdf
https://birthto5matters.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Birthto5Matters-download.pdf
https://birthto5matters.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Birthto5Matters-download.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/64e6002a20ae890014f26cbc/DfE_Development_Matters_Report_Sep2023.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/64e6002a20ae890014f26cbc/DfE_Development_Matters_Report_Sep2023.pdf


7 areas of learning 

Communication 

and Language

Understanding the 

World



Early Learning Goals 

Communication & Language

Listening, Attention and 

Understanding 

Speaking  

Physical Development

Gross Motor Skills 

Fine Motor Skills  

Personal, Social & Emotional 

Development

Self-Regulation 

Managing Self 

Building Relationships 

Understanding the World 

Past and Present 

People Culture and 

Communities 

The Natural World 

Mathematics

Number 

Numerical Patterns 

Literacy 

Comprehension 

Word Reading 

Writing 

Expressive Arts and Design 

Creating with Materials 

Being Imaginative and 

Expressive 



PKC 

Units 

Michaelmas A Michaelmas B Lent A Lent B Trinity A Trinity B

All About Me Transport: 

Past and 

Present

Space Growing 

and 

Changing

Kings and 

Queens

Stories 

from the 

Past

Reception 

Primary Knowledge Curriculum



Behaviour & rewards

All children start every day on the sunshine. Dojo points are earned for 

following the school rules and for making an extra effort to reach the 

rainbow and/or the pot of gold.

Sometimes we need thinking time – the thinking cloud, rain cloud and 

thunder cloud are used to support children with rule reminders.

Each child earns dojo 

points through the 

week.

We earn pom poms as 

a whole class to 

receive reward time 

at the end of the 

week!

We have five values 

at Dovery Academy.



Routines

 5 Phonics lessons

 3 English sessions

 4 Maths sessions

 3 Mastering number sessions

 2 PKC sessions 

 2 PE sessions

 Explore time & group work

 Circle times, Nursery rhymes

 Story time, show and tell

 Music

 Forest School



Lunches

Reception eat their lunch in the dining hall from 

11:50am.

Children can bring in a packed lunch or they can order 

a hot dinner via the school catering company app 

‘Swiftkitchen’.

All allergy/dietary requirements are recorded on the 

school management system ‘Arbor’ - information is 

taken directly from admission forms and put into Arbor 

prior to admission.

https://www.doveryacademy.org/Parents/Catering/
https://www.doveryacademy.org/Parents/Catering/
https://www.doveryacademy.org/Parents/Catering/


Home learning 

-Daily reading/Fortnightly 

maths homework.

-Supporting interests at 

home.

-Class dojo weekly update – 

learning over the week is 

shared with parents to 

support discussions at 

home.



Communication between home and school:

 Morning and after school – you can speak to the class teacher at the 
class door.

 Email via admin – all absences/medical appointments emailed to the 
office please.

 Parents evenings & reports – Two consultation evenings and an end of 
year report.

 Workshops – Parents are invited to various workshops throughout the 
year.

 Half termly YR newsletter (on website).

 Monthly newsletter (whole school).

 Weekly update on class dojo – The class teacher provides an overview 
of each week via the class story page on classdojo.

 Headteacher weekly update shared via the school story on classdojo.



What will your child need?

 A full, named bottle of water or sugar free squash each day.

 A school book bag.

 Spare clothes bag with a spare plastic bag and if possible a spare 

pair of shoes (plimsolls are fine).

 PE kits – your child comes to school dressed in PE kit on PE days – 

parents will be notified of these in September.

 No stationery needed.

PLEASE NAME EVERYTHING! 

All of the above, but also uniform – including shoes!

   



In preparation for school 

over the summer…

It would be great if children 
are learning to:

 Go to the toilet on their own and wash 
and dry hands. 

 Dress and undress themselves – put on 
own coat; undo/do up button; zip up 
coat; put on shoes.

 Recognise their own belongings. E.g. 
coat, water bottle, snack box.

 Eat using appropriate cutlery – practise 
cutting up own food!



Additional preparation:

Starting-Reception.pdf

Please have a read through the starting Reception 

document.

Preparing for school - Best Start in Life

Check out the advice on the ‘best start in life’ 

government document.

Share the transition booklet with your child prior to 

starting in September 2026 – this will be shared via class 

dojo at the end of term.

https://startingreception.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Starting-Reception.pdf
https://startingreception.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Starting-Reception.pdf
https://startingreception.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Starting-Reception.pdf
https://beststartinlife.gov.uk/preparing-for-school/
https://beststartinlife.gov.uk/preparing-for-school/
https://beststartinlife.gov.uk/preparing-for-school/


Pupil Premium Grant

What is the Pupil Premium?
The pupil premium is additional funding schools receive to raise 

the attainment of disadvantaged pupils of all abilities. The money 
must be spent on that pupil to support their education, but it is for 

the school to determine how it is spent.  

Free school meals | Central Bedfordshire 

Council

https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/53/benefits/4/free_school_meals
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/53/benefits/4/free_school_meals


Clubs and 

wrap around 

care  We offer a range of clubs 
at school. Some are 

provided by school staff 
and we also hire the 

school out to external 
providers.

 Clubs includes:

 Razzamatazz – contact 
them directly to find out 

more.

Y1 – Y4
• Choir, recorder and 

ukulele clubs.
• Art club
YR – Y4
• Breakfast and After school 

care (Stay and Play)
• Multi sports 



DAPA

 Dovery Academy Parent’s 
Association support our school 
primarily to raise funds.

 Funds raised are put towards 
curriculum support such as 
music provision, forest school, 
curriculum resources, school 
trips etc

 Please click on ‘DA Parent 
Association’ to learn more 
from the DAPA webage.

DA Parent 

Association

https://www.doveryacademy.org/Parents/Parent-Teacher-Association-PTA/
https://www.doveryacademy.org/Parents/Parent-Teacher-Association-PTA/
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