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At our school, we believe in fostering a holistic educational experience for our pupils, prioritising not only their academic excellence but also 

their spiritual, moral, social, and cultural development (SMSC). Our aim is to shape well-rounded individuals ready for the complexities of our diverse 

society. Through our carefully developed personal development offer, we instil essential values, empathy, and a sense of community, fostering 

understanding of different beliefs and cultures. It nurtures ethical decision-making, resilience, and social responsibility. By embracing diversity, 

students develop a strong moral compass, essential for contributing positively to modern Britain. This holistic approach not only supports academic 

success but shapes individuals with integrity, empathy, and the ability to navigate a complex, interconnected world, preparing them to be active, 

informed citizens in a multicultural society. 

1. Spiritual Development 

Ofsted Handbook Requirements:  What we do in our school: 

Ability to be reflective about their 
own beliefs (religious or otherwise) 
and perspective on life 
 
Knowledge of, and respect for, 
different people’s faiths, feelings 
and values 
 
Sense of enjoyment and 
fascination in learning about 
themselves, others and the world 
around them 
 
Use of imagination and creativity in 
their learning  
 
A willingness to reflect on their 
experiences 

 Supporting pupils' spiritual development involves creating an environment that fosters reflection, self-
discovery, and respect for diverse beliefs and values. Strategies we employ in our school to foster our 
pupil’s spiritual development include: 
 

1. Incorporating daily reflective and mindfulness practices (e.g. Mind Up) 
2. Incorporating weekly personal reflections during RE lessons 
3. Ensuring an ambitious RE curriculum that celebrates the major world religions 
4. Ambitious geography curriculum that celebrates diversity of place (avoiding a single-story) 
5. Fostering a sense of awe and wonder daily through our ambitious knowledge-rich curriculum 
6. Celebrating various cultural and religious festivals (e.g. Diwali) & visits to places of worship 
7. Ensuring diversity in the curriculum which integrates diverse perspectives (see document) 
8. Integrating ethical discussions into the curriculum (e.g. Y6 History of Human Rights) 
9. Adults modelling reflective behaviour to serve as positive examples (e.g. during RE lessons) 
10. Daily talk tasks in every lesson contributing to our pupils becoming confident orators 
11. Dedicated RE leader who provides professional development opportunities for all staff 

 
Extract from our Science Subject Rationale: “…the curriculum seeks to ensure that pupils are well-equipped 
to go forth into their secondary education and later life with curiosity, passion and a desire for discovery.” 
 
We believe that a knowledge-rich curriculum fuels imagination and creativity: The ability to draw on a rich 
reservoir of information allows for more complex and imaginative problem-solving (Willingham, 2008) 
Creativity is about creating and making but also about evaluating and problem solving. 
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2. Moral Development 

Ofsted Handbook Requirements:  What we do in our school: 

Ability to recognise the difference 
between right and wrong and to 
readily apply this understanding in 
their own lives, and to recognise 
legal boundaries and, in doing so, 
respect the civil and criminal law of 
England 
 
Understanding of the 
consequences of their behaviour 
and actions 
 
Interest in investigating and 
offering reasoned views about 
moral and ethical issues and ability 
to understand and appreciate the 
viewpoints of others on these 
issues 

 Supporting pupils' moral development involves fostering a strong sense of right and wrong, promoting 
ethical awareness, and encouraging empathy for the perspectives of others. 
 
Strategies we employ in our school to foster our pupil’s moral development include: 

 
1. Incorporating moral dilemmas into our curriculum (e.g. in PSHE, RE, History, Geography etc.) 
2. Explicit teaching of our school values in lessons and in assemblies  
3. Implementing reward systems that recognise and reinforce positive moral behaviour 
4. Encouraging pupils to self-reflect on their own actions (e.g. Acts of Kindness)  
5. Incorporating ethical dilemmas related to scientific advancements and technologies 
6. Promoting a respect for laws (e.g. Y1 Magna Carta, Y3 Law & Power, Y6 Human Rights) 
7. Incorporating projects that promote social responsibility (e.g. Y5 Local Study)  
8. Teaching pupils to have a critical awareness of media content (e.g. Y5 fake news) 
9. External visitors sharing and showcasing civil issues (e.g. anti-racism) 
10. Electing school council and eco committee  

 
Example of how this is built into our curriculum:  
 
Units such as Y1 Parliament & Prime Ministers, Y3 Law & Power, Y5 French Revolution, Y5 Transatlantic 
Slave Trade, Y6 British Geographical Issues etc. have a moral aspect which allow pupils to both reflect 
and develop their understanding of right and wrong.  
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3. Social Development 

Ofsted Handbook Requirements:  What we do in our school: 

Use of a range of social skills in 
different contexts, for example 
working and socialising with other 
pupils, including those from 
different religious, ethnic and 
socio-economic backgrounds 
 
Willingness to participate in a 
variety of communities and social 
settings, including by volunteering, 
cooperating well with others and 
being able to resolve conflicts 
effectively 
 
Acceptance of and engagement 
with the fundamental British values 
of democracy, the rule of law, 
individual liberty and mutual 
respect and tolerance of those with 
different faiths and beliefs. They 
will develop and demonstrate skills 
and attitudes that will allow them 
to participate fully in and contribute 
positively to life in modern Britain 

 Supporting pupils' social development involves fostering a range of social skills, promoting inclusivity, 
and encouraging active participation in various communities. 
 
Strategies we employ in our school to foster our pupil’s social development include: 
 

1. A wide-ranging enrichment programme (e.g. half-termly school trips) 
2. A wide-ranging extra-curricular programme (e.g. sports, arts, music, culture) 
3. Community service projects (e.g. yearly carol singing at the air factory)  
4. Environmental conservation projects led by the eco committee (e.g. planting trees) 
5. Social awareness campaigns (e.g. anti-bullying week, anti-racism) 
6. Buddy systems to support younger pupils (e.g. Y6 buddies) 
7. A behaviour policy which emphasises collective responsibility (e.g. marble jar) 
8. Inter-school sporting/music/art competitions (e.g. football, netball, Young Voices) 
9. Integration of the fundamental British Values into the infrastructure of the curriculum  

 
Example of how this is built into our curriculum:  
 
In RE, we also look at units related to Equality and Inequality and Freedom, authority and rule of law, 
including ideas of justice and judgement. Here children are expected to draw on their knowledge of 
democracy and rule of law to inform their personal views. Children are expected to use their own religious 
beliefs to support their arguments as well as respect the views and differences of others. Children will 
also be provided with opportunities in a classroom setting to explore law in action in Year 6 by debating 
though the use of an in-class jury and reaching a verdict. 
 
In Art and DT, our children are regularly required to work in groups to produce finished artwork/products. 
This requires them to consider each other’s strengths, sensitivities and capabilities, enabling them to 
work together as a successful team.   
 
See British Values document for further information.  
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4. Cultural Development 

Ofsted Handbook Requirements:  What we do in our school: 

Understanding and appreciation of 
the wide range of cultural 
influences that have shaped their 
own heritage and that of others 
 
Understanding and appreciation of 
the range of different cultures, 
ability to recognise, and value, the 
commonalities across cultural, 
religious, ethnic and socio-
economic communities 
 
Knowledge of Britain’s democratic 
Parliamentary system and its 
central role in shaping our history 
and values 
 
Willingness to participate in and 
respond positively to artistic, 
musical, sporting, cultural 
opportunities 
 
Interest in exploring, improving 
understanding of and showing 
respect for different faiths and 
cultural diversity and the extent to 
which they understand, accept, 
respect and celebrate diversity.  

 Supporting cultural development in pupils involves creating an inclusive environment that fosters 
understanding, appreciation, and respect for diverse cultures in order to prepare pupils for life in modern 
Britain.  
 
Strategies we employ in our school to foster our pupil’s cultural development include: 
 

1. Wide-ranging enrichment offer (e.g. Buddhist temples, Mosques, Westminster Abbey) 
2. RE curriculum encompassing a broad range of world religions or non-religions 
3. RE curriculum focusing on multi-faith units to showcase religious/cultural commonalities 
4. Geography curriculum that encapsulates all seven continents, reflecting pupil heritage  
5. Local geography and history links tied into curriculum reflecting local community 
6. History curriculum which delves into the cultural context of historical periods (see below) 
7. Language curriculum which highlights and celebrates French culture  
8. Art curriculum which thorough unpicks the history of art throughout the world  
9. Music curriculum exploring music from different parts of the world 
10. Cultural heritage days (e.g. international food events) 
11. Encourage parents from cultural backgrounds to share their personal narratives (e.g. YR) 
12. Mock elections held yearly for school council and eco council members 
13. Democracy is a key concept in our history curriculum (see British Values document) 

 
Example of how this is built into our curriculum:  
 
In History, we carefully consider the cultural context of the era. For example, in Y3 Ancient Egypt, lesson 2 
looks at life in Ancient Egypt and lesson 3 explores religious beliefs. In Y3, Anglo-Saxons, Scots & Vikings 
unit lesson 4 explores Anglo Saxon culture and religion and lesson 9 explores Viking religion and culture. 
In Y4, pupils study a whole unit looking at ‘Life in Ancient Rome’ exploring monarchy and government in 
lesson 2 and what cultural and leisure activities took place in lesson 4. In our Ancient Greece unit, pupils 
study Athens and democracy in lesson 2, and look at Greek Philosophy in lesson 6, approaches to religion 
in lesson 7, art & architecture in lesson 8, Ancient Olympic Games in lesson 10 and the lasting legacy of 
Ancient Greece in lesson 11.  
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In EYFS, our children learn about cultures in our community, linked to their own experiences. Throughout 
the curriculum children learn about cultural identity through knowledge and understanding of celebrations 
and festivals from a range of cultures.   
 
In Art, our children study art from a broad range of times and cultures, considering how culture and art 
have a symbiotic relationship. Examples include Y2 Portraits and Self-Portraits, Y3 Modern Architecture, 
Y4 Monuments of Ancient Rome, Y5 Chinese Art and Architecture. 
 
In History, our children learn about the development of democracy in Britain. In Year 1, children learn 
about our parliament and the role of our Prime Minister. This knowledge is then built upon in Year 3, when 
children study Ancient Greece and learn about early ideas of democracy and citizenship. Children in Year 
3 also study Simon de Montfort’s parliament, the first elected parliament in Europe. In Year 4, children 
continue to develop their understanding of democracy through studying the Bill of Rights, which was 
passed in 1689. In upper Key Stage 2, children learn about the Suffragette movement and the 
Representation of the Peoples Act. In addition, they learn about the French Revolution and use these 
important historical events to explore the themes of representation, government and power.  
 
We believe that through the study of significant events in British and world history, children will gain a 
deeper understanding of democratic Parliamentary system.   
 


