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Dear Parent/Carer
Re: Attendance and Punctuality

At Dovery Academy we believe strongly that it is the right of each child to achieve their full educational potential
for which a high level of school attendance is essential.

Excellent attendance is important because:

statistics show a direct link between educational achievement and absence levels;
regular attenders make better progress, both socially and academically;

regular attenders find school routines, school work and friendships easier to maintain;
regular attenders find learning more satisfying;

e regular attenders find transition points easier to manage.

Attendance data for Dovery Academy 2025 — 2026:

Thank you for your continued support in helping us sustain positive attendance and punctuality outcomes last
academic year. We exceeded national averages for attendance and our punctuality improved steadily over the
year allowing for all children to be in school, on time and ready to learn.

All mainstream schools are provided with Attendance baseline improvement expectation (ABIE) each
academic year. Dovery Academy was set an improvement target of 0.2% in order to achieve an overall %
attendance of 96.2%. We exceeded this by reaching 96.4% which is a very positive outcome.

-Overall % attendance was 96.4% (National % attendance for primary schools was 94.6%)

-Persistent absence % was 5.4% (National % for persistent absence was 13.09%)

(Persistent absence is defined as being below 90% attendance)

Statutory quidance for school attendance highlights the following:

Mental Health Awareness

All schools should now be particularly mindful of pupils absent from school due to mental or physical ill health or
their special educational needs and/or disabilities and provide them with additional support. The guidance
acknowledges “many children will experience normal but difficult emotions that make them nervous about
attending school, such as worries about friendships, schoolwork, examinations or variable moods”. But it is
“important to note that these pupils are still expected to attend school regularly”.

National Fine thresholds

Schools must consider a fine if a pupil misses 10 sessions (1 session = half day) of unauthorised absence in a
rolling period of 10 school weeks. They should “not have a blanket position of issuing or not issuing penalty
notices”. The threshold can be met with “any combination of unauthorised absence”. For example, four sessions
in term time plus six instances of arriving late.

Holidays during Term Time
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All schools are able to grant a leave of absence at the Headteacher’s discretion for ‘exceptional circumstances’.
Generally, a need or desire for a holiday or other absence for the purpose of leisure and recreation would not
constitute an exceptional circumstance. Term times are for education. There is some debate about what
‘exceptional circumstances’ means when deciding whether to grant absence for pupils during term time. Some
examples include:

-Children may need time to visit seriously ill relatives.

-Absence for a bereavement of a close family member is usually considered an exceptional circumstance but
for the funeral service only, not extended leave.

-Absences for important religious observances are often taken into account but only for the ceremony and
travelling time, not extended leave.

-Families may need time together to recover from trauma or crisis. Any examples provided are illustrative rather
than exhaustive.

The fundamental principles for defining ‘exceptional’ are rare, significant, unavoidable and short. And by
'unavoidable' we mean an event that could not reasonably be scheduled at another time.

All absence requests and notifications must be emailed to the Dovery Academy school office.

£80 fines and Improvement Notices

Absence fines charged to parents are £80, or £160 if not paid within 21 days. From Autumn term 2024, only two
fines can be issued to the same parent for the same child within a three year rolling period. Any notice
thereafter will automatically be charged at £160. Parents will also receive "improvement notices", where they
are informed that this is their last opportunity to engage with education and improve their child's attendance
before a fine is issued.

Long-Term Sickness to be Flagged with Local Authorities

Schools will have to give councils the name and address of sick pupils who they believe will miss 15
consecutive or cumulative days. Schools will also be “expected to inform a pupil’s social worker and/or youth
offending team worker if there are unexplained absences from school”.

Links:

KST Attendance and Punctuality policy

Dovery Academy Attendance

Working together to improve school attendance 2024

https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/02/29/fines-for-parents-for-taking-children-out-of-school-what-you-need-
to-know/

Yours sincerely
Mrs Blessing Mrs Cavender

Deputy Headteacher Headteacher
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